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ABSTRACT

A shelf attachable to wash basins is disclosed. The shelf
comprises a planar horizontal surface overlaying a rim
of the basin with a bowl engaging wall integral with an
inner edge of the horizontal surface which abuts the
surface of the bowl. A downward and inward extending
wall integral with an outer edge of the horizontal sur
face engages an apron of the bowl. A clip is employed
to attach the downward and inward extending wall to
the apron. The clip includes a ?rst leg integral with a

bottom edge of the downward and inward extending
wall abutting the apron and a second leg spaced from
the ?rst leg to snugly engage the apron between the

legs.
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‘BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

WASHv BASIN ATTACHED SHELF '

In the drawing like reference numbers refer to like

parts throughout the several views, and wherein:

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
I. Field of the Invention _

"

_'

"

FIG. 1 illustrates a preferred embodiment of the pres

_ '

ent invention mounted to a wash basin;

The present invention relates to the-?eld‘ of accesso

_ FIG. 2 illustrates a cross sectional view of the shelf of

riesfor lavatory wash basins. More particularly the
present invention relates‘to the field of accessories for
lavatory wash stands which are attached thereto. Even
more particularly‘ the present invention relates to

FIG. 1 taken along the lines 2_-—2 of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the
10

shelves releasably.attachable-to wash basins.
II. Description of the Prior Art

' 4

. _

A search of the prior U.S.;patentsreveals the follow
ing U.S. patents which disclose devices related .to the
?eld of the present invention.

FIG. 5 illustrates an alternate means for clamping the

I

shelf to the apron 'of the bowl.

U.S. Pat. No. 2,141,347 discloses a'bolwl attached
.

'

'

'

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED

towel rack which is af?xed to the downwardv extending
apron at the side of a wash basin.

present invention employing suction cups to af?x the
shelf to the apron of the wash bowl;
FIG. 4 illustrates another embodiment of the present
invention employing a shelf with transverse ridges slop
ing toward the bowl for drainage; and

‘

‘

EMBODIMENTS

In small bathrooms and washrooms because of space
limitations only a small wash basin is often provided
with little or no shelving or counter space to support
razors and other toilet articles. In addition, the rim of

U.S. Pat. No. 2,746,664 discloses a portable support
which supports a- platform betweena wash basin and
the floor. An upper end of'the support-.is-af?xed to a

downward extending apron of the bowl.

wash basins seldom provide enough flat area for safely
U.S. Pat. No. 3,591,871 discloses a soap dish af?xed
to a portable lavatory bowl. vThe'soap'dish is af?xed in 25 supporting toilet articles. The smooth rounded surfaces
of the wash basins allow article's supported thereon to
a removable manner by engaging an aperture disposed
slide
off of the surface and often be’ broken.
in a horizontal ?ange of the bowl near the edges

thereof.

"

'

'

'

v

'

-It is an object of this invention to provide a shelf
which is attachable to wash basins which provides a
horizontal surface on which toilet articles may be safely

'

None of the above listed U.S. patents disclose a shelf

attachable to a'wash basin in a removable mannen'The

supported.

above listed U.S. patents constitute the closest art

It is a further object of the present invention to pro

known to the Applicant and his Attorney.
» SUMMARY OF

vide a shelf attachable to wash basins in a releasable
manner.

INVENTION

35

The present invention comprises a shelf attachable to
wash basins of the type which include a vertical apron

along the perimeter thereof. The shelf comprisesa pla

It is also an object of the present invention to provide
a shelf attachable to wash basins in a detachable manner

employing an apron of the wash basin to support the
shelf to the bowl.
vReferring now to the drawing and particularly to
FIGS. 1 and 2 wherein there is illustrated at 10 a pre~

nar horizontal surface which overlies a rim of the basin
and extends transversely to an edge of the bowl and
transversely outward a distance from the apron to form
ferred embodiment of the present invention. The pres
a shelf. A downward an inward extending wall integral
ent invention comprises a shelf 12 including a planar
with an outer edge of the horizontal surface-extends to
horizontal surface 14 resting on a rim 16 of a wash basin
a lower portion of the apron.
18. The wash basin 18 includes a verticalapron 20 ex
A clip is employed to attach a lower end of the down 45 tending around the perimeter thereof. A downward and
inward extending wall 22 is integral with an outer edge
ward and inward extending wall to the apron. The clip
of the horizontal surface 14 and extends downward and
comprises a ?rst leg integral with a bottom edge of the
inward to meet the apron 20. A means 26 is provided for
downward and inward extending wall which abuts the
attaching a lower end of the downward and inward
apron, a second leg spaced from the first leg to snugly
extending wall 22 to the apron 20. A bowl engaging
engage the apron between the legs. A bottom wall of
wall 24 integral with an inner edge of the horizontal
the clip is integral with a lower portion of the legs to
surface 14 extends downward abutting the bowl ‘to
join the legs in a spaced apart manner. A bowl engaging
attach the shelf 12 to the wash basin 18.
wall extends downward from an inner edge of the hori
The means 26 comprises a clip including a ?rst leg 28
zontal surface to abut the bowl and position the shelf at
55 integral with a bottom edge of the downward and in
an edge of the basin.
ward extending wall 22 and a second leg 30 spaced from
Other means may alternately be employed for attach
the ?rst leg to snugly engage the apron between legs 28
ing the lower end of the downward and inward extend
and 30. A bottom wall 32 of the clip extends between
ing wall including suction cups and clamps.
the‘ legs 28,30 to join them and form an integral mem
For a more complete understanding of the present
her.

invention reference is made to the following detailed

description and accompanying drawing.
Other objects, advantages, and applications of the

A plurality of longitudinal ridges 34 extend along the
horizontal surface 14. The surface of the shelf 12 is
covered with a resilient material such as rubber or plas
tic to provide a surface against which toilet articles may

present invention will become apparent to those skilled
in the ?eld to which this invention pertains, when the 65 rest without sliding.
accompanying description of the best modes contem
Referring now to the drawing, and in particular to
plated for practicing the invention are read in conjunc
FIG. 3, wherein there is illustrated at 36 another em

tion with the accompanying drawing.

bodiment of the means for attaching a lower end of the

4,316,296

1. A shelf attachable to wash basins which include a

downward :and inward extending wall to the apron. The
means 36 comprises one'or more downward extending

vertical apron at‘ the perimeter thereof comprising:
the shelf made from a single continuous piece of ma

tabs 38 integral with a bottom edge of the downward
and inward extending wall 22 and an aperture (not
shown) formed at ‘a lower end of the tabs.‘

‘

4

3
terial and including;
5

' '

a planar horizontal wall overlaying a rim of the basin

The suction cup 40 abuts the apron'20 to secure theutab

including a ridged upper surface and a ridged
lower surface said upper surface covered with a
soft resilient material to prevent slipping of articles
placed thereon and to stiffen the horizontal wall;
the ridges disposed transversely and inclined toward

and the downward'vand inward extending wall to the

a generally planar downward and inward extending

A suction cup 40 includes a threaded rod 41 extendl

ing ‘from an end thereof‘which engages the aperture
(not shown) and a nut'42v threadingly engages the
threaded rod‘4litovsecure the suction cup to the tab.

apron.

V

s

the'bowl; to drain the shelf into the bowl

_"

wall integral with and extending from an outer
edge of the horizontal surface abutting the apron at

Referring again to the drawing and in particular to
FIG. 5 wherein there is illustrated another alternate
embodiment'of the means for attaching the downward

a lower end thereof to provide support for the
upper surface

and inward extending wall to the apron. A means 44

‘

means for attaching a lower end of the downward

comprises a downward-extending leg 46 integral with a
lower end of the downward and inward extending wall
22 and an inside leg: 48 spaced from the downward
extending leg, with a lower wall 50 joining a lower end
of the legs 46,48 to, form an integral structure. A

‘and inward extending wall to the apron comprising
a clip including a first leg formed by a downward
~ extending. wall bent inward along a lower edge of

threaded aperture. 52His formed at an upper end of the

the apron, with an upward extending second leg
formed by bending the clip upward to abut an inner
surface of the apron, an upper edge of the clip bent

inside leg 48 and a thumbscrew 54 including a threaded

inward a distance to aid in engaging the apron

end threadinglyenga'ges thev threaded aperture 52_-and

lower edge, the clip snugly engaging the apron

tightening of the thumb screw 54 secures ‘the leg 46 to

between legs;

the apron 20. In an alternate embodiment, the down

a bowl engaging wall integral with an inner edge of
the horizontal surface extending downward abut

ward extending leg 46 employs an adhesive backed tape
interposed the leg-and the apron to affix thedownward .

and inward extending wall. This illuminates the need 30
for the inside leg and the thumb screw.

FIG. 4 of the drawing illustrates another embodiment
of a planar surfacev 56 for the shelf. The surface 56 is
inclined toward the bowl and contains aplurality of
transverse ridges 58 to drainwater from the shelf into 35
the bowl. There has beenidescribed hereinabove a shelf
releasably attachable to a wash basin. The shelf com
prises a planar horizontal surface overlaying a rim of
the basin, the shelf being retained to the basin by a bowl
engaging wall and a downward and inward extending 40
wall affixed to the vertical apron of the wash basin. The
shelf is easily removed ‘from the wash basin to allow
cleaning.

'

'

I

'

ting the bowl;
said bowl engaging wall squeezing the bowl at the
inner edge and at the apron and positioning the
shelf at an edge of the bowl;
the shelf walls integrally formed of a single continu
ous planar piece with ‘all portions having an elon

gated horizontal planar dimension; and whereby
the shelf is retained to the basin by the bowl engag

ing wall abutting’the bowl and the downward and
inward extending wall affixed to the apron with the
shelf attachable to the bowl and removable from
the bowl for cleaning without alteration of the
bowl.

_

i

2. The shelf as‘ de?ned in claim 1 wherein the horizon

tal surface contains a plurality of longitudinal ridges.

‘

*

Having thus described my'invention, what I claim is:
45

50
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*

*

*

*

