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ABSTRACT

A camera support. for automobiles and like vehicles
utilizes the top of the vehicle instrument panel and the
front seat cushion as a rest means for the support struc

ture. Rear divergent telescoping legs impart lateral
stability and height and angle adjustability. An elastic
element interconnects the support and instrument
panel to hold down the support structure. The rear

telescoping legs are foldable to stowed positions within
the channel supporting member.

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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ably engaged with a bottom lip 22 of instrument panel
ADJUSTABLE STABLE CAMERA SUPPORT, FOR _
Y,

VEHICLES

'

'

18.

.

.

r

.

The rear end of'support beam 10 is carried or sup

ported by a foldable bipod structure comprising a pair

BACKGROUND or THE INVENTION ‘
5 of divergent telescoping legs 23 whose upper tube sec
Automobile camera supports are known in the prior ‘ tions 24 form sockets for pin extensions 25 of casting

art, and examples of the patented prior art are US. Pat.

heads 26 by means of which the‘ bipod legs are pivotally

Nos. 2,804,278 and 3,752,376.,

attached to the support beam 10.‘ '

_

. v

'

v‘

The general objective of this invention is to improve
on the known prior art by providing a more simpli?ed

The tops of heads 26_ are received between the side
flanges 12 and are apertured at 27, FIG. 3, to receive a

support structure for cameras in vehicles: and one
which is more convenient to install and use as well as

somewhat below the to‘pweb 11. A‘ compression spring

more economical to'manufacture.

292su'rrounds the pin 28 and has its opposite, ends re

'

'

j

transverse pivot pin, 28_ anchored [to the ?anges 12

A further important object of the invention is’ to
provide a camera support for automobiles which re;
quires no alteration of the vehicle structure whatsoever

ceived in recesses 30 of casting heads 26. The spring 29
urges the outer parallel faces, of vthe heads 26 into
contact with the opposing parallel inner faces of side

to install and use and nov marring or defacing of the
interior of the vehicle or removal of any vehicle part. A
feature of the invention is that the simpli?ed structure

?anges ;l2‘_w_hen the bipod leg‘ support is extended for

can be accepted by practically any domestic or foreign
automobile with convenience and without the use of

threaded or similar mechanical fasteners.
By the use of an improved telescoping rear end bipod
support means, the camera support beam may be lev

usage to a vertical position, FIGS. 1 and 2. Small detent

elements 31- or projections on the outer sides of heads
26 are received lockingly in detent openings 32 formed
in the ?anges 12 near their rear ends and rearwardly of
the pin 28 when the legs 23 are extended for normal
use to av vertical position.

'

> When the support is removed from the vehicle for
eled or set at a desired angle to the horizontal with 25 storage or when it is packaged, the legs 23 are folded

forwardly and upwardly into the bottom of the channel
beam 10, FIG. 4. To accomplish this, the casting heads
26 are pressed toward each other along the axis of pin
28, and the spring 29 will yield to permit this move
ing on top of the instrument panel and the rear bipod 30 ment. Enough clearance is provided at the openings 27
to allow the divergent legs to assume more nearly paral
support means resting on the front seat cushion.
lel positions, FIG. 3, and the two legs are swung up
Other features ‘and advantages of the invention will
wardly to their stowed positions as shown in FIG. 4,
become apparent during the course of the following
with the detent elements 31 released from the locking
description.
35 apertures 32.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING FIGURES
The lower telescoping sections 33 of the bipod legs

stability in all adjusted positions, and the support beam

requires no mechanical tying into a door or other side
structure of the vehicle. Gravity is utilized to mount the
device with the front of the camera support beam rest

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a camera support for

vehicles according to the invention.
FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary side elevation of
the invention, partly in section.

are equipped with conventional eccentric washer lock

ing means 34, FIG. 3, whereby the legs will remain in
any selected length adjusted positions and may be re
leased for further adjustment or collapsing by a simple

twisting action, as is well known. The lower ends of the
legs are equipped with rubber or plastic caps 35 which
rest upon the front seat cushion 36 of the vehicle in the
FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view
manner
illustrated in FIG. 2, when the device is in use.
showing the support folded for storage or packaging. 45
As shown in FIG. 2, the legs 23 are at right angles to the
FIG. 3 is an end elevational view of the device, partly

‘

in section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

beam 10 when in the use positions.

'

The support beam 10 may be leveled or set at any

Referring to the drawings in detail wherein like nu
desired angle to the horizontal by merely adjusting the
merals designate like parts, the numeral 10 designates a
rigid support beam of channel formation including a 50 lengths of the telescoping bipod legs, the front end of
the beam then merely pivoting or rocking relative to
top web 11 and downturned side longitudinal ?anges
the instrument panel top 18. The elastic cord 19 pulls
12. The top web 11 of the support beam has a plurality
the support ?rmly in contact with the instrument panel
of longitudinally spaced apertures 13 formed there
thus eliminating bouncing or vibration and adding to
through in a central row to allow a portable camera 14
the stability of the support. The divergent legs 23 ren
to be attached to the beam 10 in a variety of positions 55 der the device stable laterally without the need for any
along the beam in the fore and aft directions.
transverse bracing means tying into the side structure
The camera 14 is anchored to the support beam 10

of the vehicle.
The structure is very simple, economical to manufac
as disclosed in US. Pat. No. 3,752,376. An eye screw
ture and highly convenient to use. Its foldability ren
16 is insertable through any of the several openings 13 60 ders it easy to store when not in use. The advantages of
into a screw-threaded opening in the bottom of handle
the device over the prior art should now be fully appar~
means 15, preferably with a washer l7 intervened be
ent to those skilled in the art.
tween the handle means and the top web 11. The for
It is to be understood that the form of the invention
ward end of beam 10 rests on the top of the vehicle
herewith shown and described is to be taken as a pre
instrument panel 18 when installed in the vehicle and 65 ferred example of the same, and that variouschanges in
an elastic hold down and stabilizing cord 19 has an
the shape, size and arrangement of parts may be re

through its conventional handle means 15 substantially

upper terminal hook 20 releasably engaged with the

sorted to, without departing from the spirit of the in

eye screw 16 and a lower end terminal hook 21 releas

vention or scope of the subjoined claims.
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expansion spring on said pivot pin engaging said heads‘

I claim:
1. A stable adjustable camera support for vehicles

and urging them outwardly into contact with said side,
?anges, whereby when said legs are extended for usage

vcomprising an elongated camera supporting channel
beam having a plurality of longitudinally spaced open
ings in its top web and having downturned side ?anges,

to the vertical use position the channel beam may be
leveled or set at any desired angle to the horizontal by

the ' forward end of said channel beam during use

merely adjusting the lengths of the support legs and

adapted to rest on top of a vehicle instrument panel, a

when said legs are moved toward each other from the

camera engaging eye ‘screw- engageable selectively
through any of said openings from below the channel

laterally divergent relationship to a nearly parallel posi
tion said legs may then be pivoted on said pin into a
folded stored relationship in said channel beam and
between said downturned side ?anges.

beam to secure a camera in a selected adjusted position
?xedly on top of the channel beam, an elastic ?exible

hold-down and stabilizing means for the channel beam
having opposite end hooks, one hook engageable with
the vehicle instrument panel and the other hook en
gageable with said eye screw, a pair of rear telescopi
cally' adjustable foldable support legs for the rear end of

2. A stable adjustable camera support for vehicles as

de?ned in claim 1, and said side ?anges having aligned
detent openings near and rearwardly of the axis of said
pivot pin, and said heads having parts which are eccen

tric to said pivot pin and said parts carrying detent

‘said channel beam adapted to rest on a vehicle front

projections on their outer sides which snap into the
detent openings when said legs are rotated to the verti

seat cushion in laterally divergent relationship, heads
secured to the tops of said legs and each said head

having outer parallel faces which lie immediately in

20

wardly of said side ?anges when the legs are in a verti
cal use position, a pivot pin for said heads connected to
and extending between said side ?anges, the heads

cal use positions on said pivot pin, said heads having
substantially ?at top faces which then abut the bottom
of said top web of the camera supporting channel
beam.
it

being apertured to loosely receive said pin, and an
25
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