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[57] ABSTRACT

A carrier for drinkware adapted to support individual
glasses or cups around the periphery of a tapered
container. ‘
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1
SINGLE UNIT CARRIER FOR DRINKWARE -
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a carrier adapted to support
individual glasses or cups around, the periphery of a
container such as a bucket containing food,

The convenience food market has become increas-
ingly popular in recent. years and the so-called “take-
home™ or “carry-out” restaurant businesses have dem-
onstrated an, expanding need for convenient food pack-
aging and transportmg arrangements. Many fast food
chains specialize in food and drink combinations and
the usual arrangement of placing food and drink in
separate sacks is inconvenient for the customer in that
both hands are required for carrymg and the lack of
means for holding the drinkware in a ﬁxed posltlon
increases the chances of its spilling.

The carrier for drinkware of my invention can be
used with a food bucket to provide a convenient means
of carrying food and drink in one hand. In addition, the
carrier is adapted to securély fasten and support drink-
ware around the periphery of the bucket so as to mini-
mize the danger of spillage.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 1 of the drawing shows the combination of
bucket, lid, handle, plurality of carriers, and cups.

FIG. 2 of the drawing shows a cross sectional view on
line 2—2 of FIG. 1 showing a single carrier in place on
the bucket.

FIG. 3 of the drawing shows a single carrier, cup
section, and slotted bucket lid with parts broken away.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

I have invented a carrier for drinkware adapted to
support cups or glasses on a tapered container compris-
ing:

a. a ring shaped to suspend a tapered cup or tapered
glass by contact with a substantially vertical outside
surface thereof;

b. means on said ring adapted to hold said ring on the
lip of the container; and

c. a bar having one end attached to said ring and
having a free end extending downward so as to contact
the outside of the tapered container and to maintain
said ring parallel to the top of the container.

The object is to provide a carrier adapted to support
cups or glasses on the side of a container.

In one aspect of this invention, the carrier is useful in
supporting cups or glasses on any tapered container for
a variety of transporting and packaging purposes.

In another aspect of the invention, the carrier is used
in combination with a container, lid, and handle, the lid
'of the container having slots to engage the carrier
thereby providing added stability. The carrier can be
fastened to the lid and container package quickly and
simply without the use of other devices.

The carrier for drinkware of this invention can be
made out of any convenient material known in the art
as having sufficient strength and rigidity while being
adaptable to easy fabrication on a large scale. The
ipreferred material is 1mpact polystyrene which is injec-
tion molded in one piece. Other possible materials
include polyvinyl chloride, ABS, acrylics, polyethylene,
and polypropylene

The container, lid, and handle are of any convenient
material known in the art including any of the previ-
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ously- mentioned ‘plastics. . Additionally, the container
and lid could be of vmyl polyethylene or wax-coated
paperboard

The size of the:container and drmkware depends on
the nature and size of the particular. product being sold.
The. number of-carriers used: around ‘the perlphery of
the bucket may also vary depending on the size of the
customer’s order. Advantageously, the carrier combi-
nation is suited for carrying a “6- pack” of -drinks WIth"
sandwiches for a speual price.

" DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT .

FIG. 1 illustrates the assembled combination of ta-
pered container 10, lid 11, handles 12 and 12, a plural-
ity of carriers 9, and cups 21, Lid 11 is shown partially
broken away in order to better . illustrate the.carrier
attachment. The lid may be made of the same material
as the container or of a suitable transparent material in
order that the contents of the bucket. be visable when
the lid is in place. :

FIG. 2 is a cross-section. showmg a smgle carrier 9 in
place on the container 10. Horizontal arm 15 extends
over the lip 16 of lid 11 and downwardly extending arm
17 passes through slot 18 in container lid 11. Bar 19 is
attached to ring 20 and extends downward to provide
support for cup 21. The free end of bar 19 is bent to
form support leg 22 which contacts container wall 10
and is of sufficient length to maintain ring 20 parallel to
the top of the container when the carrier is in place.

The preferred specific embodiment of this invention
as illustrated in FIG. 3 is a single unit of injection
molded impact polystyrene forming ring 20, horizontal
arms 15 and 15', downwardly extending arms 17 and
17’, bar 19, and support leg 22. Bar 19 is attached to
ring 20 essentially mid-way between horizontal arms 15
and 15’. Also shown in FIG. 3 are container lid 11 with
parts cut away and cup 21.

The carrier of this invention is not limited to use with
the container and lid described in the preferred em-
bodiment buy may be used with any tapered container
or bucket by slipping the horizontal arms 15 and 15’
over the lip of the particular container so that down-
wardly extending arms 17 and 17’ pass into the inside
of the container. Such an arrangement, however, lacks
the stability achieved by the use of the slotted lid previ-
ously described and increases the chance of spillage.
Further, a single arm 15 and single downwardly extend-
ing arm 17 can be substituted for the pairs of each of
these in the preferred embodiment.

Those skilled in the art will recognize that many
variations can be made in the carrier disclosed herein
which will come within the scope of the invention.

We claim:

1. A carrier for drinkware adapted to support tapered
cups or glasses on a container having a bottom, an open
top and a tapered sidewall extending therebetween
comprising:

a. at least one ring shaped to suspend a tapered cup
or tapered glass by contact with a substantially
vertical outside surface thereof;

b. at least one flange attached to said ring adapted to
hold said ring to the container, wherein said flange
is bent to provide a horizontal arm sufficiently long
to extend across a lip of the container and an arm
extending downwards from the end of the horizon-
tal arm into the inside of the container and where
said container is provided with a lid having a plural-
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ity of slots whereby said at least one flange is re-
ceived therein; and ' '

c. a bar having one end attached to said ring and
having a free end cxtending downward so as to
contact the outside of the tapered container and to
maintain said ring parallel to the top of the con-
tainer. -

2. The carrier of claim 1, wherein there is one flange

and said bar is attached essentially below said flange.

3. The carrier of claim 1, wherein there are two
flanges and said bar is attached essentially mid-way
between said two flanges.

4. The combination of a tapered container and plu-
rality of carriers according to claim 1 supported
thereon. ' :

5. The carrier of claim 1, wherein there is only a
single ring shaped to suspend a tapered cup or tapered
glass by contact with a substantially vertical outside
surface thereof.

6. The carrier of claim 5, wherein said bar is also in
contact with an outside surface of a cup or glass when-
ever said cup or glass is being supported in said carrier.
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4
7. A carrier for drinkware adapted 1o support tapered
cups or glasses on a container having a bottom, an open
top, and a sidewall extending therebetween comprising:

a. a single ring shaped to suspend a tapered cup or
tapered glass by contact with a substantially verti-
cal outside-surface thereof;

b. a lid provided with a plurality of slots being at-
tached to the container;

¢. a pair of flanges attached to said ring adapted to
hold said ring to the container, wherein each flange
is bent to provide a horizontal arm sufficiently long
to extend across the lip of the container and an arm
extending downwards from the end of the horizon-
tal arm adapted to pass through a slot in the lid and
into the inside of the container; and

d. a single bar having (1) one end attached to said
ring essentially mid-way between said flanges, (2)
the other end extending downward so as to contact
the sidewall of the container and thereby maintain

said ring parallel to the top of the container.



